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His Excellency The Most Reverend 
Aloisius J. Muench, D.D. 
Archbishop - Bishop of Fargo 


Papal Nuncio to Germany 
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APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE 
IN GERMANY 


THE ARCHBISHOP’S MESSAGE FROM GERMANY 


That the Jubilee Booklet commemorating the seventy-fifth anniversary of 
the founding of the St. Catherine’s Parish will be dedicated to the Pioneers of the 
Parish fills me with sincere joy. All too easily the work of pioneers is forgotten. 


Yet, they rendered most invaluable services. They laid the foundation for 
what today comprises the magnificent parish plant of St. Catherine’s. We hold 
in sacred memory their exemplary devotion to their Catholic Faith, their generous 
self-sacrifice, and their burning love for Christ and His Church. The seed of good 
they sowed has produced down through the years a rich harvest of fruits in fields 
religious, educational, and charitable. Indeed, the heritage they have left pos- 
terity continues to be an inspiration as well as a challenge to the members of St. 
Catherine’s of today and tomorrow. The recent accomplishments may be rightly 
considered monuments of esteem and gratitude to the Pioneers of the early 
decades of the Parish. 


It is with sincere pleasure that | thank you, Father Dawson, and your as- 
sistants, for the unremitting efforts expended without thought of self in the in- 
terest of Church and school. Kindly convey my sentiments of gratitude to the 
good Sisters for their edifying and untiring labors put forth in order to give to the 
Youth of the Parish a sound Catholic education, and express gratitude likewise to 
your good parishioners who with a most wonderful and magnanimous fidelity 
collaborated with you in order to make what St. Catherine’s Parish is today--the 
pride and glory of priests and people, young and old. In recompense | deem it 
an obligation to turn the sentiments of my heart into prayers to God asking Him 
to shower His blessings on you all in the years and decades that lie ahead. 


May the blessing of God Almighty, of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost descend upon you and remain with you always. Pax vobis! 


Archbishop - Bishop of Fargo 
Papal Nuncio to Germany 
Bad Godesberg, Germany 
19 June 1958 
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His Excellency The Most Reverend 
leo F. Dworschak, D.D. 
Titular Bishop of Tium 
Auxiliary Bishop of Fargo 
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THE DIOCESE OF FARGO 
608 BROADWAY 
FARGO. NORTH DAKOTA 


CHANCERY OFFICE June 21701998 


To the Members of 
St. Catherine's Parish 
Valley City, North Dakota 


When viewed in the light of the Church's glorious history, seventy-five 
years are but a fleeting moment. In the life of any parish of the Diocese of Fargo 
Seventy-five years seem like a very long time. When we review those years in 
the light of the courage and faith and sacrifice which make up the story of St. 
Catherine's Parish they make up an impressive record indeed. 


The first Catholic settlers who came into the Valley City area were 
confronted with primitive conditions. To make a living was a job that taxed the 
energies of even the hardiest pioneers. But they were not lacking in courage. 
They not only faced the hardships that were a necessary feature of life on the 
prairies in those days; they made every possible sacrifice to preserve the faith 
which was the most precious asset that they brought to this land of promise. 


As we observe the diamond jubilee of St. Catherine's Parish we give thanks 
to God for the blessings which have been made possible for us because of the vision 
displayed by the founders of the parish. We are grateful for their courage and their 
spirit of sacrifice. If they had not had those sturdy virtues our generation would 
have no parish and we would not have received the faith which alone gives us the 
power to appreciate the blessed birthright which is ours. 


Our words of praise and thanksgiving will be hollow and meaningless 
unless they are prompted by the same deep faith in God and devotion to Holy 
Mother Church which characterized the founders of St. Catherine's Parish. That 
these virtues may always be strong in all members of the parish is our hope and 
prayer during this year of jubilee. 


With a prayer for God's blessing, I am 
Yours very sincerely in Christ, 


Auxiliary Bishop of Fargo 
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IN APPRECIATION 


My sincere thanks for historical information and photographs to the Fargo 
Diocesan Chancery, the Officers of the various organizations, the Sisters of the 
Presentation, the Sisters of Mercy, and the Families of our Pioneer Fathers and 
Mothers. 

Mrs. George A. McTavish 


Historian 
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To The Sacred Memory of Our Pioneer Fathers and Mothers, We do Dedicate 


Seventy-Five Years of Spiritual Progress 


Let us pause in the bend of the road and in retrospect view those swiftly 
Passing years--just so recently the lean and the green years in the history of a 
parish consecrated to the protection of Saint Catherine. Little more than a decade 
before the state named the sweetly-scented prairie rose its state flower and claim- 
ed a star in the nation’s flag, the Sioux were the sole inhabitants and the buffalo 
roamed uninhibited in this great Dakota Territory. The fear of the great spirit, 
the expression of religion through the medium of the primitive dance, the weird 
echoes of the war-cry, and the sacred belief in the medicine man, fully depicted 
the red man’s spiritual philosophy. The early white man who hurriedly built a 
shelter and set his traps on the banks of the snow-covered Sheyenne River, was 
not a welcome guest among these people of pagan devotion. 


The day had not dawned when the pioneer father would follow the ox- 
drawn plow, laboriously breaking the grass tufted earth, and freeing the soil of 
its unwanted rock, so that in the years which followed limitless fields of golden 
grain would at one time stand as a memorial to his material progress. Permanency 
of habitat was not the white father’s until 1871 when the rails reached the bounti- 
ful valley. The population at the Second-Crossing of the Sheyenne grew with 
rapidity from a nucleus of six to one hundred fifty in 1879. During this transition 
the Station had claimed two names, first having been known as Wahpton and 
then as Worthington. In 1875 it rightfully and permanently assumed a name ap- 
propriate for a city situated in a beautiful valley--that of Valley City. 


In 1878 two stores were opened under individual proprietorships and the 
first school was housed in a log cabin. A newspaper also made its initial appear- 
ance. As business operations gained momentum, the Valley City Bank was or- 
ganized. Although there are no authentic records, early settlers recollect that mass 
was offered here in 1878. However, according to historical Church records, the 
first mass was said in the Northern Pacific Section House, with three families 
present, in November 1879 by Father Spitzenberger of Moorhead, Minnesota. In 
1880 mass was said in Philip Gassmann’s home by Father Born of Bismarck. The 
first Catholic settlers in this bleak and baren country, who had filed for tree claims, 
were the families of Gassmann, Cook, Miller and Tullius, all of German descent. 
Joseph Tullius and Anna Hannig were the first Catholic couple married in Valley 
City, the date being January 1, 1882. 


Since it was impossible to provide a Church building and residence for a 
priest at this early period, missionaries visited these various stations as they were 
then called. Father George Hepperle of Big Stone, South Dakota, visited this Sta- 
tion until 1882. Other early missionaries from 1882-1884 were Reverend Thomas 
Galvin, Reverend S. Maddock, Reverend Houle and Reverend Peter Flanagan. A 
very great need for the establishment of a Church was felt since mass had been 
said in various places such as the Section House, the Public School, the Town 
Hail, and in the homes. 
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In 1882 with Reverend Maddock in charge, the first Church of veneered brick 
was constructed at a cost of about $2,000. This, the Mother Church of Barnes 
County, was built on the north corner of Block Six, Root Addition, purchased for 
the mission by Reverend Thomas Galvin of Jamestown for $125. The entire sum 
was raised with the exception of $200 for which the contractor filed a lien against 
the Church. Mr. Gassmann immediately took up the lien and later in 1901 donated 
the sum. 


It was inevitable that with Father Peter Flanagan would come the Irish. Inter- 
spersed among the Germans, we now find indelibly engraved on the pages of 
early North Dakota Church History, the names of these noteworthy laymen—Philip 
Gassmann, Joseph Heimes, Frank Ertelt, Sr., John Kuhry, Robert Kunze, Patrick 
McNulty, John Miller, Darby O'Malley, Daniel O'Neil, John Thilmony, Joseph 
Tullius and Joseph Winkler. It seems almost fictional that these names should be 
for the “Ages”. Generation following generation, again and again, posterity 
carries on the great work of the Church, and the name of the pioneer builder is 
its very existence. 


The parish had grown to one hundred twenty-five, seventy per cent German 
and thirty per cent Irish. Beginning in December 1884 and continuing to April 
1887, Reverend H. Jasper who resided at Jamestown and later at Casselton, 
served the Valley City Mission. During this formative period the mission grew 
to two hundred forty and these additional names of noteworthy laymen appeared 
on the records--Michael Gesellchen, Frank Cook, Herman Starke, James O'Farrell, 
Nicholas Passmel, Jacob Kramer, Joseph Brinkman, Jacob Loendorf, Michael Tracy 
and Peter Gausche, Sr. 


In the fall of 1887 the mission became established as a parish with a resident 
priest and about seventy-five families. Reverend H. Schmitz, a zealous pioneer 
priest, served from 1887-1890. The saintly Indian missionary, Bishop Marty OS B 
of Sioux Falls, South Dakota, visited St. Catherine’s on July 24, 1888 and confirmed 
a large class of young Catholics. We look back to those days of mutual cheer and 
kindness, when planks served as Church pews. 


In 1890 the Diocese of Jamestown, comprising the State of North Dakota just 
admitted to the union in 1889, was established and Right Reverend John Shanley 
D D was appointed Bishop. Previous to this year when the Dakotas were desig- 
nated as a territory, the Catholic Churches were placed under the jurisdiction of 
the Sioux Falls Diocese. Since Right Reverend John Shanley was the first and one 
of the greatest pioneer bishops that the northwest has ever known, and since the 
early diocesan history establishes an understanding of the background of Catholi- 
cism in North Dakota, it is only fitting that the following few pages be devoted 
to his work and progress in the Catholic Church in this state. 


Bishop Shanley was born in Albion, New York in January 1852 of Irish 
parents. When a child his parents moved to Faribault, Minnesota, and after one 
year to St. Paul. He was educated in the parochial schools of that city, and later 
studied theology and was graduated from St. John’s University. Because of his 
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scholarly, broad, and deep understanding of theology and philosophy, he was 
ordained on May 30, 1874 at the early age of twenty-two years. Within six months 
he was assigned to the pastorship of the Cathedral Church, which position he held 
for fifteen years. Because of his brilliant career as a priest, Archbishop Ireland 
arranged for Reverend Shanley to study in Rome. It was at this time and when 
he revisited Europe in about 1900 that he recruited young men who were in 
seminaries in Europe and urged them to come to America. It was because of this 
personal contact that Monsignor John Baker came to North Dakota after his or- 
dination in Luxembourg. 


Upon Reverend Shanley’s return to the United States, he was consecrated a 
bishop on November 12, 1889. It was at this time that a call came from the mis- 
sions in the state of North Dakota. Because of his great zest for the propagation of 
the faith and his ardent love for the Church, he was assigned to the Jamestown Dio- 
cese on December 27, 1889. On January 22, 1890 he left the St. Paul Cathedral 
Church for his new assignment. When he arrived in Jamestown, he learned that 
thirty-two priests were engaged in the work of the Church but twenty-one be- 
longed to other dioceses. Nuns serving in the state belonged to the communities 
of the Grey Nuns, Ursulines, Presentation, Benedictine, and Mercy. Although 
Bishop Shanley worked in Jamestown from January 1890 to August 1891, he 
found the location inadequate for the conduct of his business. Therefore in 1891 
he moved into Fargo and purchased the grounds now graced by the present beav- 
tiful Cathedral Church. He served in the pro-cathedral from 1891 until 1899. The 
fire which destroyed most of Fargo in June 1893 forced Bishop Shanley to enter 
the missionary field in North Dakota and Minnesota generally until such time that 
sufficient funds were established to build the first Cathedral Church in the state 
at a cost of $146,000. Bishop Shanley, the profound theologian and philosopher, 
Possessed rare linguistic talent. Very early in his brilliant Church career, he pub- 
lished a monthly bulletin at fifty cents per year, to reach the people who could not 
attend Church and to inspire priests and sisters in his diocese. Little did he realize 
that ten years after the dedication of his beautiful Church, he would lie in state 
under its great sanctuary arch. In the short years between 1890 and 1909 when 
Bishop Shanley served, 225 Churches were dedicated, many of them beautiful 
ecclesiastical structures. St. Catherine’s of Valley City was named as one of the 
twenty-five more prominent and costly Churches in the diocese. One hundred 
six priests were ordained. Nowhere on earth have Catholic priests had greater 
hardships to endure than in this diocese and nowhere have those hardships been 
more cheerfully born. Academies, parochial schools and hospitals sprang up 
wherever needed in the state. Humble, indeed were the belongings of Catholics 
in North Dakota in 1890. The Churches were without exception mere huts; the 
schools were small, the priests thirty-two of them, were homeless wanderers 
over the vast prairies of a wilderness, finding shelter where best they could in 
rude hostelry or the weather-beaten shanty of the pioneer settler. Bishop Shanley 
traveled through other states in search of alms to aid him in building modest 
chapels so that missionary work could be preserved. After a score of years we 
see a most promising state. | quote from the Catholic Directory of 1909--Priests 
106, Churches 225, Stations 38, Academies 6, Parochial Schools 34, and Hospitals 
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4. But figures only tell of numbers. To realize the absolute fact we must recall 
that the Churches in North Dakota are superb in architecture, that priests are 
housed in comfortable homes and have gathered around them Catholics fervent 
in faith and generous in offerings. 


As the history of each individual Church unfolds, one more fully realizes the 
influence of marked leadership to establish permanently the greatest religion in 
the world in a place which at that time was little more than a wilderness. 


Reverend R. A. Heinzman 
Pastor 
1896-1898 


In 1891 we find Reverend M. J. Hanley resident pastor at Valley City, also 
serving the missions of Montpelier, Sanborn and Sherman. With slow transpor- 
tation, rugged roads, desperately hard winters, and great distances between the 
missions, the messages recorded in the monthly bulletin, depict in reality, the 
austere sacrifices made by priests and pioneers alike. Reverend Joseph B. Wilhelm 
served between the years of 1892-1894. According to the annals, the Reverend 
Connelly, Hoevernaars, Egan and McPhee served in 1895. In 1896-1898 Reverend 
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R. A. Heinzman served St. Catherine’s and the missions of Sanborn, Sherman, 
Fingal, and the stations of Courtenay, Oriska and Wimbledon. With so inclusive an 
itinerary, hampered by inconvenient means of transportation and distance, it is 
scarcely conceivable that mass was offered once a month in any one place. Bio- 
graphical data on these early pioneer servants of God is unavailable for the most 
part. Although the names of the earliest clergy seem wholly strange, the name 
of Father Wilhelm brings with it a close and sacred familiarity as | remember my 
mother tell many years later that it was he who performed her marriage ceremony. 
Buggies only the coveted property of the few, were not readily available to the 
pioneer. Hence the bridal party arrived in a wagon which served as an everyday 
utility as well as a Sunday luxury. The impression which has remained ever in my 
memory is the great admiration which existed for these very young but courageous 
priests who had so generously dedicated their lives. 


The year 1897 bears further significance because during this year the first 
rectory or Presbytery as it was then called, was constructed for the modest sum 
of $2500. Thirty-three years later this property was transferred to Mr. H. J. 
Hemmesch of this parish. 


An item of some interest is the fact that the parish had been established for 
fifteen years before it was deemed necessary to purchase our present cemetery 
then consisting of forty acres, at a cost of ten dollars per acre. If we were to visit 
the cemetery and carefully read the inscriptions on these early markers, we might 
find that the earliest graves belonged to infant children. In pioneer days all 
people were young, disease the unusual and burials few. 


During 1898-1900 we find Reverend J. Buehler in charge. A notation in an 
early report to the Fargo Chancery Office indicates that the Mens Order of Forest- 
ers came into being in 1898. 


Folks who were very young children when the first veneered brick Church 
was constructed recall that a choir loft was not provided until a few years later. 
Members of the first choir were Mr. and Mrs. Max Schindler, Teresa Girard Heimes, 
Kate Heimes Schwab, Margaret Koehn Keiser, Mr. and Mrs. Schneider, and Miss 
Fanny Sailer. Minnie Passmel Cook was organist and Mrs. Gertrude Cook director. 


It may be interesting to recall that the finest photography in the country was 
done by Max Schindler who had located in a shop presently the site of Kenny 
Coghlan’s Our Own Hardware Store. Kate Heimes Schwab, daughter of Joseph 
Heimes, Sr. operated a dressmakers shop while Mrs. Schneider provided the 
ladies with the latest fads in millinery. 


The fact that some of these choir members had studied Latin in the German 
Schools was very advantageous in reading and singing the early Latin Masses. 
Those who can remember hearing these singers feel that the music was out- 
standing. 
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It is vividly and somewhat humorously recalled that Philip Gassmann looked 
after the disciplining of the children who sat in the choir loft in order to give 
places on the main floor to adults. Strict attention and participation in the Church 
Service was deemed mandatory for all. Some of the Mass Servers, whose shoes 
clattered on the bare wide planks of the sanctuary, were Frank and Tony Passmel; 
also Frank and Tom Gassmann. These are the days which live in the memories of 
those who never measured sacrifices in terms of time and effort. 


Although records indicate short intervals of service by many priests during 
these early years, definite progress was made especially in the number of parish- 
ioners now totaling about three hundred. With this marked increase in mem- 
bership we now look to the expansion of the physical structure after the turn of 
the century. It is with a sense of security that we note only two pastors served 
from 1900-1939. Father Joseph G. Sailer was appointed to Valley City on June 8, 
1900 from Minot. He was born at Augsburg, Bavaria on October 29, 1869 to 
Michael and Christine Friess Sailer. His father, a merchant, died at an early age, 
which no doubt was the primary factor in the family’s coming to the United States 
Father J. G. Sailer studied at St. Stephen Gymnasium in Augsburg and at St. 
Charles Seminary in Carthagena, Ohio. On November 22, 1892 at the age of 
twenty-three he was ordained at Maria Stein, Ohio. He was pastor in the state of 


Ohio for four years and taught at St. Joseph’s College, Indiana for one year before 
coming to North Dakota. 


A young man of less than thirty arrived in Valley City at a period when ex- 
pansion was impending. The small mission of the eighties now was comprised of 
more than 300 members and had several times over outgrown the little Church 
on the north corner. Father Sailer keenly felt his responsibilities and so with a 
good deal of fervor and determination, he began to solicit subscriptions for a 
new Church to be constructed on the opposite or south corner of the lot. A 
financial report of that period shows 135 parishioners contributed a sum of 
$17,100 while outside contributions came to $1,259. The Church with a seating 
capacity of 425 was finally completed at a cost of $18,359. Father Sailer also 
known at the “Father of the Parish”, realized his dream on July 2, 1905 with the 
laying of the cornerstone for St. Catherine’s Church. On July 1, 1906 the new 
Church was dedicated by Bishop John Shanley. It is a matter of record that it 
was the first Church in the diocese which enjoyed the reputation of being free of 
debt. A financial statement prepared by Father Sailer includes these important 
notations. “Special credit is due Messrs. Frank Winkler, Philip Gassmann, John 
Maresch, and Ben Sykes for energetic assistance in taking subscriptions and col- 
lecting same. Mrs. Winkler, Sr. donated the baptismal font and holy water sta- 
tuary. Mrs. Passmel, Sr. gave the pulpit as her donation.” Philip Gassmann acted 
as Treasurer of the Building Fund while Frank Winkler, John Maresch, John G. 
Kuhrie and Patrick McNulty are listed as the Building Committee. We note with 
pride that nearly one hundred fifty names appear on the contribution list. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT - January 1, 1907 
CASH SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Kunrie sonar $625 
WirklermtFrankwe 500 
KUNZE; OSC Ane cn 500 
FSi zITiatineetOnie ties 500 
Heinen, Wilhelm.....................- 500 
Kraemer. Marta.-..........<....--- 300 
Maréscn muon. 2 ee 300 
LarsiManip ei 200 
O'Farrell eames. ete 500 
Winkler mias stead es ao 310 
TOMIGS el Oseolimess 2 185 
COOK> Franken see te 100 
MBISSON) ete ee ee 25 
Passel Wks, 100 
Miller tonne Lt 25 
Stachi@ losepihimere so oc 25 
Logan, monies 2. ee 20 
Ottinger, Mrs. Peter................ 25 
Demars, John B................ rans 25 
hishbackinWinite hic. eel an 5 
LRacviceJ Ob Mimppcae eee Oo lei.) 10 
Kloepfers acaba te os 10 
Fried, JOSeplimee es tt “5 
Schulizen Miss eRe se 25 
Monek.* Johrimerse is ee = 
Vandraceksidobn Uride wed. 25 
Dahmerttzs) Rivest 3 bean. aicdéce 25 
Belangerh J.naee fi Ae 10 
LorenzZAlOSeGi ee. ye 100 
WinklerauCasoenmecs a... 50 
Letrier (eninatiieey. 10 
Rasmussen, Mrs. N. P............. 20 
Burke FE Podge we Tele © 10 
Keiser Mathie re Soe 25 
Coyleonnhiay. fetid cai 40 
Faleriusaugoseph. ac. oll:0.. fan 25 
PASSING HIM amie ee ees tes os cece 100 
Schwellung, Mary.................... Ms 
CO Malleyatnosee Danette 5 5 
NOMIC SNES RIM egy ccntec acess 40 
McNOMVambatticiees. 250 
He IMeS se Visa eee es 300 
Holzmann, George.................. 400 
A CAariS ele Ure ee 25 
Riesnetisteritatess 3... es 7D 
Kraemeneuacon. 7. aka. 640 
Gassmann ane riip.....2.-.0--c6--057 585 
Gausche, Dominick.................. 300 
Ritzkenuosepin. ys. Caen. 400 
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Gesellchen, Frank........-....-.----- 100 Schoefter, 5 Philitoiss ditsicctcieessech 50 
Mallik, A. F. (Engineer).......... 50 Lennard BamUad are ces 250 
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Sehimidt; Mrs. Mary..." ©... ide Girardin Biter ects erect. 150 
Curren, WW.) Ji280.. 2 eee 50 Brinkifiann Ose ee. 50 
Brady, -JONNie.1....:. ae eee 50 Padden*saranh ee cele 25 
McDonald) Rais)... ages 25 Kellys James. 2 ee ee. 100 
Busser Dect) Al A oe eee 50 WinklerjeMrss ieSriee 50 
Hainze, JUNUS2. . eee 100 Daily sp Jamesivé: Saupe arin 30 
Waist ase a a ee 25 Melsaac loud wane Vee eee 50 
CASSIali el NOS ine 200 Sy kesit Benga 5 eet Moe? les 100 
Ertcli err anKe ster cu ae 200 Fieber: -Charlesatc. od 2 oe 25 
WinkieteJonty.. 2. ee 250 Kaiser crank eee... ee 100 
Schwehr.. Wits.) ee ee 100 Gauscnes peter... ee 100 
Jahre eulivseo eee 200 Cash On thandee8 ee: $567 
Lohendorf, Gertrude................ 200 Total $17,100 
Vandrovec, Frank.......cn0.2/4<: 250 Outside Contributions.......... $1,259 


Later pews were added at an expenditure of $700, altars $750 and beauti- 
ful stained windows at $900. As one walks down the aisle and views these 
colorful windows, one repeats with deep reverence the names of the early 
donors, Christine Sailer, The Family of Tullius, Ribordy, Gassmann, Winkler and 
Jacob Kraemer. Let us pause for a moment in silent tribute to these pioneers 
whose names appear and also more especially to those who remain anonymous. 


The actual cost of St. Catherine’s Church would have far exceeded the above 
figure except for the demonstration of a true christian spirit on the part of our good 
pioneers, who hauled the rock and built a firm foundation lending their hands 
unselfishly. The poorly constructed shanty, the growing family, and strained 
living conditions, emphasized the need of a better home for the pioneer. But 
year after year the small profits from the land went to the Church with the mutual 
understanding that as soon as they built the House of God, he would in turn pro- 
vide for them and their children. The philosophy of unselfish sacrifice reaped 
bountiful harvests in the years which followed, and soon beautiful homes were 
built. The bond of brotherhood grew as alike they shared the good years and 
the lean years, the years gladdened by marriage and baptismal feasts, the years 
saddened by illness and death. On occasions folks prayed to God to forestall 
death until a priest could be summoned and brought through bitter storm and 
unsafe roads to his destination often in the dark of night. 


Attendance at Sunday Mass truly called for the fortitude of the saints, es- 
pecially in those hard winters when scarcely a tree served as a windbreak and 
the only comfort in the horsedrawn sleigh, was a hot coal filled footwarmer for 
the mother and the children. It was on occasions as these that pioneer families 
found comfort at the rectory with Mother Christine Sailer serving coffee after 
services. From information gleaned in conversation with Father John Sailer, 
Christine Sailer born on July 2, 1843, came to the United States in 1900 to live 
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with Father Joseph. She was a model christian mother, inspirational, intellectual, 
and industrious, who gave unselfishly of herself during these early years until 
the time of her death on July 7, 1907. During her short life the greatest of all 
her contributions was the ordination of her two sons to the priesthood, both of 
whom served St. Catherine’s Church. Father John somewhat younger than Father 
Joseph, came to America at the age of fourteen. He studied at St. Joseph's College, 
Indiana and at St. Mary’s Seminary of the West, Cincinnati, where he was or- 
dained by Archbishop Moeller on June 15, 1904. He offered his first mass here 
on June 26, 1904 just previous to the completion of the new Church. A beautiful 
stained window near the choir staircase commemorates this unique occasion. Al- 
though he served but for short periods, his ties with this parish have never been 
broken. Often he accompanied Bishop Shanley on Confirmation tours, and a 
recent letter from him would indicate that he very much loved and admired Bishop 
Shanley. His sister Fanny still resides at our Hospital of Mercy. Father John now 
resides at Dayton, Ohio and is pastor of St. Agnes Church. During his stay in 
Valley City, he attended the Mission of St. Mary (Wieland). Inclement weather 
conditions often forced him to seek shelter in the home of a pioneer. The pro- 
fession of other faiths never ostensibly lessened the hospitality ordinarily accorded 
a priest. Many acts of kindness extended by Methodists, Episcopalians and other 
denominations should be recognized. 


As these trying years gradually became the dim past, pioneers and priests 
together now looked to a bright future. The burdens created by the many affili- 
ated missions lessened as parishes grew and could now afford full time clergy. 


In the early nineteen hundreds, Father Sailer sponsored the Newman Club 
which had just been incorporated at Teachers College. Religious organizations on 
college campuses at this early period were in their infancy and hence growth was 
slow. However, records indicate that memberships were increasing and that Miss 
Elizabeth Tullius served as president during one of the earlier terms. During her 
thirty-eight years at the college, she remained constantly active in the promotion 
of this outstanding Catholic student organization. A triple window in the choir 
loft of the Church bears the name of the Newman Club as its donor. 


The Ladies Altar Society formally drew up a Constitution and By-laws about 
this time. Much work needed to be done in the upkeep and beautification of the 
new Church. Until this date charitable women gave generously of their time 
weekly to clean the Church and maintain and adorn the altars. Hence, the name 
Altar Society was later adopted when the organization assumed the duties pre- 
viously performed by Mrs. Cook and Mrs. Passmel. Charter members of the Altar 
Society were Mrs. Christine Sailer, Mrs. Gertrude Cook, Mrs. Elizabeth Passmel, 
Mrs. Joseph Heimes, Sr., Mrs. Joseph Winkler, Sr., Mrs. Darby O'Malley, Mrs. 
John O'Malley, Mrs. John Miller, Mrs. John Kuhrie, Mrs. Joseph Tullius, and Mrs. 
Marion Kramer. 


A great deal of time was spent in sewing practical articles for the bazaar 
and supper held each year on the second floor of the Myhre-Aaldahl Store 
now the site of the Middlewest Bank Building on Main Street. 
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The fifteen years of planning, building, guiding and watching, ended all 
too soon, when Father Joseph Sailer was called to the neighboring parish of Oakes. 
As one studies the various Church histories in the state one begins to realize that 
priests were not permitted to remain long periods of time in any one place. The 
transfer of one who was so dearly loved by his parishioners, saddened many 
hearts. Probably the greatest compensation in losing Father Sailer was his return 
to Valley City upon his retirement. Father Joseph instilled in St. Catherine’s a 
fine appreciation of the artistic. Being a musician as well as a theologian, an ex- 
cellent choir was maintained under his guidance. So ardent was his desire for 
good Church music that he was willing to expend a worthy sum to employ vo- 
calists when the parish did not have sufficient talent among its members. Tribute 
is his due for the endless hours spent in the careful and thorough instruction of 
youth, the construction of a beautiful edifice and the affirmation of a permanent 
and progressive congregation dedicated to Catholic ideals. 


Father Sailer passed away at Hankinson, North Dakota on March 3, 1946, 
where he had offered his assistance at the Sunday Services. He now rests at his 
mother’s side on our beautiful cemetery on the east hill. It is the hope of those 
who knew him that a fitting memorial be established in his honor. 


In the fall of 1914 with a projected building program under advisement, 
Bishop James O'Reilly D. D., who was appointed on December 14, 1909, brought 
Father John Baker to St. Catherine’s. Bishop O'Reilly who so ably continued the 
early plan of the diocese, foresaw the urgent need of. the parochial school. Tre- 
mendous growth presented insurmountable problems of religious instruction until 
now solely conducted by one individual, the priest. Catechism classes were gen- 
erally scheduled immediately following the Sunday high mass and later on 
Saturday afternoons. The Church had been built and it was inevitable that the 
school must follow. 


Father Baker was born in Greisch in the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg on 
February 10, 1878 of Michael Baker, a farmer, and Margaret Thein. He was 
graduated from the Athenaeum of Luxembourg in 1897, studied French and the 
Classical Languages at the University of The Sorbonne, Paris, and received the 
degree of Doctor of Divinity at the Grand Seminary in Luxembourg City. He was 
ordained to the holy priesthood by the Most Reverend John Koppes, Bishop of 
Luxembourg on August 10, 1902. He came to America immediately and served 
as Assistant Pastor at Jamestown in 1903--1905. He was transferred to Oakes 
with Ellendale and Edgeley as missions, in 1905. 


In 1910 he was appointed Vicar General of the Fargo Diocese, member of 
the Diocesan Board of Consultors and Diocesan Superintendent of Schools. After 
a ten year pastorate in Oakes he came to Valley City in November of 1914. 


Father Baker who had assured the future of St. Charles Parish accepted the 
pastorate of St. Catherine’s with a real challenge. During his eleven years in the 


United States he had mastered the English language and now spoke with a great 
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deal of persuasion. The accent noticeable in his sermons during these first years, 
had vanished. He had gained acclaim as a public speaker, serving not only the 
Church but the community as well. Bishop O'Reilly discovered a limitless poten- 
tial in this young scholarly enthusiast. The experience gained previously was 
invaluable when he began his work in Valley City. The remaining months of the 
year 1914 were wisely spent in close communication with the members of his 
new parish. Once having won their confidence, a drive for subscriptions was im- 
plemented the following spring, with Darby O'Malley, Philip Schoefter, Thos. 
Gassman, Mat Keiser and James Kelly comprising the building committee. The 
old Church was razed to make room for the new school which opened its doors 
to the children in January of 1917. The school consisting of a full basement and 
two additional stories accommodated about 250 children from grades one through 
eight. The Franciscan Sisters of Rochester, Minnesota were placed in charge in 
1917-1918 with Sister Bridgit serving in the capacity of superior. The small gym- 
nasium doubled as a recreational hall for the children and the organizations, as 
well as a weekday chapel for many years. The second floor served as classroom 
space and the third floor as a dormitory for boys and girls from out of town areas, 
a small chapel, and sleeping rooms for the Sisters. Architect E. McFarland planned 
the school while J. W. Curren acted as contractor. According to a memorandum 
found in a historical record submitted by Father Baker, the school was completed 
at the moderate cost of $27,000. Beginning in the fall of 1918 the Sisters of the 
Presentation were placed in charge. 


Although Father Baker served as half-time instructor of French and German 
at our local Teachers College beginning in 1918, he taught religion daily at St. 
Catherine’s. Only those who studied under him at some time during these twenty- 
one years could fully appreciate his scholarliness, sincerity, his religious philoso- 
phy and practice. The tolerance of human beings in their relationship to peoples 
of all faiths and all professions permeated his very being. The oppression of the 
countries bordering the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, which strived to remain 
independent through the pages of history, made its imprint on the mind of a 
young and promising seminarian during his formative years. The engrained ideal 
of tolerance was ever in the foreground during all the years of his life. Is it any 
wonder that children loved him, scholars admired and respected him, parents 
sought his counsel, and citizens his gift of oratory and message of inspiration and 
guidance? 


The Newman Club now definitely felt on the College Campus was placed 
under the advisorship of Father Baker from 1915 until 1939. Memberships were 
noticeably stimulated by his thorough and informative discussions of the practical 
as well as the theological aspect of the Catholic religion. In 1926 Father Baker 
was named to serve on the Board of Trustees for the Newman Foundation in the 
state of North Dakota. 


On special religious occasions and at communion breakfasts, outside speak- 
ers were engaged. It is known that the Newman Club contributed toward the 


purchase of mass and benediction vestments for the Church. 
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During his tenure at St. Catherine’s, organization work gained impetus. On 
June 10, 1920 the Womens Order of Foresters was organized. The names of 20 
women are listed as charter members, among whom we find Helen Hubbard, 
Chief Ranger, Anna Tullius, Financial Secretary, Marion Coyle, Recording Secretary 
and Theresa Jansen, Treasurer. In November 1949 a Juvenile Court consisting 
of 21 members was added. In 1924 when the Church was so beautifully re- 
decorated with religious murals, the Foresters purchased the red velvet carpeting 
for the sanctuary. In 1928 a room in Mercy Hospital was completely furnished 
by these vigilantees of the Church. In 1950 with the remodeling af the Church, 
they donated $1100 for the terrazzo in the sanctuary, and $200 for a new re- 
frigerator for the kitchen. With the completion of the new gymnasium and theatre 
combination the stage was curtained by them at a cost of $1700. A contribution 
has also been made to the Carmel of Mary Sisters of Wahpeton. The organization 
which now boasts of 54 members meets every third Wednesday of the month. 
Although a service group one must be an active Catholic in order to retain mem- 
bership. The officers in the Adult Court for 1958-59 are Mrs. Margaret Mim- 
naugh, Chief Ranger; Mrs. Agnes Gassman, Vice-Chief Ranger; Mrs. Apolone 
Ruhland, Recording Secretary; Mrs. Hilda Hesch, Financial Secretary; and Miss 
Sarah Schulz, Treasurer. 


In 1924 Father Baker was named by his Holiness, Pope Pius XI, a domestic 
Prelate with the title of Right Reverend Monsignor, an honor well merited. 


On Friday, February 12, 1926 a Grand Organ Recital was played by Pro- 
fessor John J. Beck of Minneapolis at St. Catherine’s Church dedicating the newly 
installed pipe organ. Mother St. John, organist during these years, reiterates these 
remarks made by our pastor, “This is the greatest dream of my life come true... 
and to think that the total sum of $5,000 has been raised.” 


The year 1927 marked another milestone in the religious life of Monsignor 
Baker who celebrated his Silver Jubilee on August 10. In his Sunday announce- 
ments preceding this impressive occasion, Monsignor urged all businessmen to 
take leave of their duties to attend the Jubilee Mass at ten-thirty. All adult mem- 
bers of the parish were invited to a six-thirty banquet and a reception to be held 
in the rectory gardens, weather permitting. Since many dignitaries of the diocese 
would attend, Monsignor was anxious that all plans be carefully executed to 
insure a happy event. In retrospect, we feel a sense of gratitude for having had 
the privilege of participating in this worthy gesture to a man who had instilled 
in the hearts and minds of his parishioners a deep religious reverence; one who 
had brought into the parish again and again the finest missionaries in the country; 
one who initiated a lasting devotion to Jesus through the Little Flower. Com- 
memorating this devotion was the purchase of the Little Flower Statuary Group 
and a mosaic altar by the Young Ladies Sodality under the sponsorship of Mother 
Mary Edward. 


The year 1928 marks the advent of three divisions in the Ladies Aid, each 
group being composed of women of different age levels for the most part. Mrs. 
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H. J. Hemmesch, who had been highly dynamic in directing the activities of the 
various groups, was ever loyal to Division | comprising the oldest membership 
in the Aid. Some of those whose names now appear on our Honor Roll of De- 
ceased Pioneer Members are: Mrs. Christine Sailer, Mrs. Gertrude Cook, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Passmel, Mrs. Joseph Heimes, Sr., Mrs. Joseph Winkler, Sr., Mrs. Pat 
McNulty, Mrs. Darby O'Malley, Mrs. Frank Ertelt, Sr., Mrs. Anton Neustaedter, 
Mrs. John Brady, Mrs. Samuel Fletcher, Mrs. John Kretchmer, Mrs. Frank Vandro- 
vec, Sr., Mrs. John Miller, Mrs. Carl Zaun, Mrs. John Kuhrie, Mrs. Jacob Loendorf, 
Mrs. Dominic Schuler, Mrs. Joseph Tullius, Mrs. Philip Girard, Mrs. George Holz- 
man, Mrs. John Holzman, Mrs. John Betzina, Mrs. J. H. Mclsaac, Mrs. John C. 
Coyle, Mrs. Marian Kramer, Mrs. John Maresch, Mrs. Philip Vogel, Mrs. Julius 
Jahn, Mrs. Philip Schoefter, Mrs. Mary Kunze, Mrs. Keiser, Mrs. Matt Krogh, and 
Mrs. Bertha Riedman. 


Members of this group who served as presidents were Mrs. Gertrude Cook, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Passmel, Mrs. John Brady, Mrs. John Kretchmer, Mrs. Marian Kramer 
and Mrs. Matt Krogh. 


Meetings followed by delightful luncheons were held every two weeks. The 
afternoon was usually spent in sewing or cards. Summer meetings were scheduled 
at the farm homes. 


One of the outstanding occasions sponsored by the ladies during these 
years was the ice-cream social on the rectory patio climaxing a beautiful service 
at the outdoor Grotto of Our Lady during the month of August. After the recita- 
tion of the rosary and the litany, hymns were sung by the children under the 
direction of Sister St. John. Members of the entire family participated in this 
tribute to Mary and in the social activity. 


The year 1928 also carries historical import because it culminated the earlier 
launching of continued drives for a new Catholic Hospital. Much credit goes to 
Monsignor Baker in formulating the plans for so great an undertaking in the 
community. Only in gaining the confidence and support of peoples of all creeds, 
was it possible to realize the construction of a much needed hospital. 


In 1930 with the consent of the congregation Monsignor Baker deeded the 
school to the Sisters of the Presentation with the proviso that they establish a 
high school. In accordance with this contract a convent was added with Mother 
Guirec in charge, thus making room for a high school in the original structure. 
During the same year a spacious as well as attractive brick rectory was completed 
and made ready for occupancy on November 3. 


The thirties ushered in the beginning of a depression which effected a halt 
in the immediate expansion of the physical plant. It was during this ten year 
span that consistently repeated crop failures brought Church collections to a 
minimum. Monies were collected only for the operation and maintenance of the 
Church and the school. Much assistance and counseling was given to St. 


23 


a! 


une 
i wo 


A 
ui 


elo apt xr eu, cise ie 
zt aa kisi Cia 

jo bg. Bal egal 
hg eid df wr 
ney wht pene ram env es 


“he ’ f wi Ons a ust 

oe A a . D4 al he i MT 7 
a 
RD sober) e te arate se 


} 
habla veg hindad "hth ET te ee 
re , L (i J =! j es , 
Pudi ona ON Bria eth. we: ara ( 
TOMLIN yet ie 


+ ities 2 7A NN | “ne ~ 


Ay 


i ae ‘ oF 


beget, owe i radiant an id 

wy) ye) AG me pea igaly 
pa Wid ea a ey) rum Wen 

wi Yee oe Bi eel 


¥ 


hii tnd i) Danity repute 
" ‘ foul Gritty ¥ aay) ae mil at 3 Je 
| tee” ‘sige Ni n , 


: ‘ Pe at Bs ‘ 
he NE pie apenas tl ate je oe i" 
‘ by “i 
vat eh Lama 
’ ia , i 


io ng ie Fits rent op Ting 
1 een iia pauls ft r vi 
wt mh eek ni sony aye Ot dt Tete aft si 

at Cee & anid Ha ni "3 i ga om 
hye pag Ripe 


arent 


ayttad ag a Mg 


Reo iy + aa 
oui Labieoks ra ea api . a4 ‘a 
& ma beenea’ yur belt i 
Laftpah ottwe’ babe pana: . pins 
Re heetiauiey wots : 1 
a fica dove abe 
th ree oe agit “bse iw! Han 
ie mala Lo tg + ive 


Reverend Roman Dworschak 
1939 - 1943 


Catherine’s and the diocese by Bishop A. J. Muench, D. D. installed on Novem- 
ber 6, 1935. Bishop Muench, ever a leader in the crusade for religious freedom 
and practice is now Papal Nuncio to Germany. 


Does religion run deeper when luxuries are not readily available? Church 
services of all kinds were always well attended; special day services and novenas 
left only standing accommodations. Probably the ultimate accomplishment of a 
great pastor can be measured, at least in part, by the numerous conversions to 
the Catholic religion. In April 1937 fifteen converts who had received the gift 
of faith, were brought into the Church at one of the most gratifying occasions 
ever witnessed in the parish. 


Although Monsignor'’s illness became more acute in the late thirties the work 
was carried on without interruption. Priests, many of them newly ordained, who 
assisted him during these twenty-four years were Reverend Bernard Higgins, 
Reverend Charles M. Schneider, Reverend Edward McDonald, Reverend C. Fuchs, 
Reverend August Mosel and Reverend Paul Koehler. 


The beautiful bell in the Church tower, which had chimed the call to daily 
mass, marked the noon day hour with the traditional Angelus ring, and gathered 
its people for vespers, issued forth its mournful toll on September 6, 1939 with 
the passing of Right Reverend Monsignor John Baker. 


The parish of St. Catherine was privileged to have had him for a score and 
four years and for this time they will be forever grateful. His greatest contribu- 
tion was not the material but the spiritual. The philosophy of trust and confi- 
dence in young people came only after his many years of experience. The 
thoughts which he conveyed so beautifully in English and earlier in German will 
re-echo and resound as the years pass. The monument dedicated to his memory 
on our cemetery will keep us ever-mindful of the ideals for which he worked 
during his all too short life time. And thus we bring to a close thirty-nine years 
since the turn of the century. 


Reverend Roman Dworschak, pastor of St. Charles parish at Oakes, was 
named successor to Right Reverend Monsignor John Baker. In a Golden Jubilee 
Book published by the parish of St. Charles in 1955, a very special tribute is paid 
him in the lines which follow, “Father Roman Dworschak has successfully with- 
Stood the onslaughts of the drouth and depression years, keeping the parish’s 
collective head above water (perhaps we should say dust; there was no water) 
at a good deal of sacrifice on his own part. He has seen us through many diffi- 
culties and discouragements and has won our hearts. To him in very large meas- 
ure is due the external beauty of the Church property such as landscaping, con- 
crete walks and driveway, adornments which have made our Church property 
one of the beauty spots of Oakes. Though we rejoice at his elevation, we the 
people of Oakes are reluctant to part with Father Dworschak.” 


Father Dworschak was born in Independence, Wisconsin. His brother, Most 
Reverend Leo Dworschak, D.D. is presently Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese. 
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Abbott Baldwin Dworschak, a nephew, is President of St. John’s University, where 
Father Roman Dworschak was ordained on June 3, 1923. Following his ordination 
he served as assistant at St. Anthony’s Church in Fargo until 1926, at which time 
he accepted the pastorate of St. Boniface’s Church, Wimbledon, serving until 1931. 
The following eight years he served at Oakes, coming to Valley City in September 
of 1939. 


Unfortunately Father Dworschak came to St. Catherine’s when the cloud of 
the depression still hovered over the parish. Immediately he set himself to the 
task of eliminating the debt which had been incurred during the construction of 
the rectory. Because of his very fine business acumen, the parish soon enjoyed 
a state of well-being again. 


St. Catherine’s joins with its neighboring parish of Oakes in a gesture of 
appreciation of the splendid manner in which he likewise kept our heads, “Out 
of the Dust.” Because of poor health his tenure was cut all too short. However, 
we have felt that during his years as Chaplain of St. Catherine’s School, we 
have learned to know him better. No priest has contributed more to our youth. 
Probably the greatest title, if worthily acquired, is that of “Teacher”. During these 
past fifteen years Father Dworschak has shared his splendid background and 
knowledge with the many scholars who have found inspiration in nis classes. 
Because his talents are not confined to any one field, he has enjoyed a useful 
and a fully enriched life. Steadfast has been his unceasing desire to instruct the 
many, irrespective of age. Permit us at this time to pay tribute to a great teacher 
of science, who has directed his pupils in their pursuit of knowledge. Due to 
his close supervision, as students enter fields of advanced study and research, 
they will be ever aware of the penetrable and relative influence of religion and 
science. 


We also know Father Dworschak as the fine craftsman, an art which he has 
shared with St. Mary’s Parish of which he is now pastor, as well as with our 
school and Church. Fine pieces of craftsmanship expressing his meticulous work 
are the pulpit, the small chairs, and the candlesticks in our sanctuary. The Sisters’ 
Chapel is graced with an extraordinary altar and a beautiful communion rail, each 
intricate and perfect in design. The numerous inlaid tables and other fine wood- 
craft originals contributed for our annual fiestas are without equal. 


Although his interest in art is without limitation, he also expends a great 
deal of effort to stimulate students in musical participation. Rarely does he miss 
an opportunity to record an excellent vocal or instrumental rendition, later to be 
replayed and enjoyed by the students. 


It is a matter of record that he has given of himself generously and com- 
pletely without compensation during these years at St. Catherine’s School. His 
contributions lie in many fields of endeavor, that of pastor, teacher, scientist, 
craftsman, photographer. For him no task is too great or too menial. 
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Our best wishes go to Father Dworschak in the years ahead; may they be 
nobly satisfying and productive. Symbolically he is truly the artist who molds 
and shapes the handicraft of the Creator. 


Assistant pastors serving during the pastorate of Father Dworschak were 
Reverend Paul Koehler, Reverend Karl N. Hobelsberger and Reverend James A. 
Wehlitz. 


On January 7, 1940 our Holy Name Society was organized under the di- 
rection of Father Paul Koehler. The first officers consisted of President, Bert 
Denny, Vice-president, Leonard Sherman, and Secretary-Treasurer, Chas. F. Mc- 
Donald. A constitution and by-laws were formulated and accepted on March 4, 
1940. Memberships in the organization are limited to active Catholics only, since 
the monthly reception of the Holy Eucharist is mandatory. Since its incorporation 
the Society has mede many worthy contributions to the Church. Namely, it has 
sponsored a boy scout troop since 1941; maintained the cemetery since 1940, 
formed a school patrol in 1941; raised funds to assist in the support of a Dis- 
placed Family in 1949; assisted in the sponsorship of an athletic program, ex- 
pended services and money for the new school and auditorium; and sponsored 
the fiesta since its inception in 1951. 


Officers for the past year were James Spillman, President; Dr. C. |. Klein, 
Vice-president; Russell Kaber, Secretary-Treasurer. Newly elected officers are 
Joseph Blake, President; John Loh, Vice-President; and Robert Schneider, Secretary- 
Treasurer. 
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YOUR PASTOR’S MESSAGE 


As we look back through these pages of history we cannot help but reflect 
on the many sacrifices made by the pioneers. There were untold hardships that 
the present generation does not know, and because of the fruitful years of this 
past decade cannot appreciate. These pioneers were the people who planted 
the seed of the Gospel of Christ, and through their labor, generosity, and co- 
operation left us a strong foundation of Christianity. But, while we know our 
forefathers built the Church through great personal inconveniences, nevertheless, 
the generation of our day has not shirked its responsibility in continuing the work 
that their pioneer fathers had started. You too must be given great praise. While 
these have not been lean years, you have taken advantage of these prosperous 
times by depriving yourselves of luxuries which you otherwise could have en- 
joyed. The pioneers have planted the seed which has resulted in the harvest of 
souls through these past years. As the North Dakota farmer, we must replant 
that seed of the Gospel each year to assure a continuous bountiful harvest for 
Christ. In our parochial inventory we can see our Church, our school, our gym- 
nasium and we can justifiably take great pride in these accomplishments. The pio- 
neers gave us both a heritage and a tradition. As your pastor, | am proud that you 
received that heritage and offer it to the future, enhanced by the sacrifice you 
have made in your time. You have kept the tradition of faith in St. Catherine’s 
Parish; you have used the blessings of God’s providence well. | have every 
reason to believe that the future will be filled with God’s continued blessings 
because of the manner in which you have accepted them. May those blessings 
abound daily in your lives. 


Sincerely, 


Lp LP aT 


Father James Dawson 
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In November 1943 Reverend James |. Dawson, outstanding for his excellent 
work in furthering the Newman Foundation at the University of North Dakota, was 
named pastor of St. Catherine’s Parish. Born in Dresden, North Dakota, Father 
Dawson attended school there, at Langdon and at St. Mary’s Academy at Devils 
Lake. He did advanced work at St. Mary’s College at Winona, Minnesota. Follow- 
ing the completion of his theological studies at St. Paul’s Seminary he was or- 
dained in St. Paul on June 4, 1932. From the date of his ordination until October 
he served as assistant at Lidgerwood; from 1932-35 at New Rockford; from 1935- 
37 at St. Mary’s, Fargo, and from 1937-43 as assistant at St. Michael’s and director 
of the Newman Foundation at the University of North Dakota. 


During his fifteen years here the parish has enjoyed the best years of its 
existence. In 1950 the Church was remodeled at a cost of approximately $125,- 
000; in 1954 the new high school, one of the best in the state, was constructed at 
an overall cost of about $303,000; one-half of which sum was raised by the 
parish; and in 1957 a much needed gymnasium with a theatre combination 
feature was added to the nucleus of buildings at a cost of $207,000. 


St. Catherine’s is deeply indebted to Father Dawson for the largest and most 
modern development of an ever-growing parish. Little do we realize the sacrifice 
in time, the expenditure in energy far beyond his measure to give, and above all 
his dogged determination to keep pace with an ever-changing economic world. 
To him in a larger sense do we attribute the title “The Builder”. 


We have now symbolically reached the bend in the road and again in ret- 
rospect we view these all too swiftly passing years. Yes, even more deeply and 
appreciatively do we appraise the fine structures which grace the grounds. 


For these unexcelled accomplishments of a pastor who surmounts all ob- 
stacles, we the congregation affix our seal in testimony. A brief financial state- 
ment including only major items follows: 

Remodeling Church (1950) 


TINE VICK nek sont ee! 2 ORD St ne SE $ 94,248.15 
Prairie mrlectricn SOE ity” WVEtk ay, Renae .Grey 4,527.58 
Frostad “Plumbing “& Heating 1 We ee 20,715.33 
tea TOG Se St oT oe eee ees le Pee 5,766.06 


$25;257212 
High School (1954) 


One-half share Parish 
One-half share Sisters of the Presentation 
SD AITOIG 2G SONS ee ey ee ee $202,456.14 


Phat UE LOCIiG. Wa eS tie ee Ree er te ea 18,630.00 
PrOstaGurlUMDING Aé sealing. we 60,609.56 
iliSemCrDettSOn te. HAYES... wee ees essa. 17,870.23 
Miscellaneous-Sidewald, paint,..............200000..222----- 3,518.29 

change to oil, etc. $303,084.22 
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Gymnasium (1957) 


Moline GonstructiOnkw: feicree. be ae $144,972.41 
Central’ .Electricues senate ey a ae 16,247.12 
Frostad Plumbing & Heating..................--222-------- 34,830.50 
Hills: Gilbertsond & thayeste ff 178. 2827-5. 45. 11,760.31 


$207,810.34 


Father Dawson is the youngest of a family of four. His mother, Mary Perius 
Dawson, Canadian born, was without doubt the greatest inspiration in his life. 
During her life at Dresden, those who knew her, spoke of her many sacrifices 
made in the service to humanity. She filled a place as mother to all who came to 
her hospitable home, and especially to the priests of territorial days and to those 
of later years, whether a pastor, friend or just an acquaintance, the Dawson home 
at Dresden was affectionately known as “The Home of the Priests”. 


Mary Dawson passed away while Father Dawson served in Grand Forks. 
His father, who first edited a newspaper in Bathgate and later operated a drug 
store in Dresden, also had large farming interests. Although never a politician, 
he exerted a very definite Christian influence in important civic matters. 


Because of a combination of these fine qualities in the home, Father Dawson 
has aspired to high standards of attainment, unselfishly and persistently for his 
Church. On June 4, 1957 he paused to celebrate his twenty-fifth anniversary of 
his ordination. A high mass and a public reception, memorable to those in at- 
tendance, marked this first all important epoch in his religious life. 


During his years at St. Catherines, the parish has never known the lean years. 
Expansion has been paramount as indicated in an architectual view of the phy- 
sical plant. In great measure goals have been reached only through the combined 
efforts of all forces in the Church. Much credit, of necessity goes to the fine or- 
ganizations, the Divisions of the Ladies Aid, The Holy Name Society, and the 
Foresters. 


The work contributed by our outstanding assistants must not be overlooked. 
During this period the priests serving in this capacity were Rev. Roman Ludwig, 
Rev. John W. Roth, Rev. John Earl Ferry, Rev. Sylvester Schumer, Rev. Willis F. 
Etter, Rev. Maurice M. Mueller, Rev. C. Richard Rudd, and Rev. Chas. L. Hughes. 


One of the happiest events during these more recent years was recorded on 
June 15, 1952 when Father Delmar Hesch, son of Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Hesch, 
conducted his first mass at St. Catherine’s. 


Father Hesch was born at Eckelson on August 11, 1927 and attended the 
first four years of school there. Later he moved with his parents to Valley City, 
entering St. Catherine’s School where he finished the eighth grade. For six 
years he studied theology at Crosier Seminary in Onamia, Minnesota. His last 
years of advanced study were completed at Hastings, Nebraska, where he was 
ordained on June 7, 1952. 
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Earlier this year Father Hesch was designated to begin his missionary duties 
in New Guinea. However, he will not leave the states until late this summer. 
While in New Guinea he will make his home at Agats, the Mission Headquarters 
of a largely unexplored territory on an island just northeast of Australia. His 
services will reach out to more than a hundred thousand natives. Father Hesch 
has been a member of the faculty of Crosier Seminary since 1953. He has also 
served as athletic head, basketball coach and director of mission activities. 


Because of his excellent preparation in various fields, he will adequately 
meet the challenges of missionary life. St. Catherine’s is proud to claim Father 
Hesch. Best wishes go with him as the door opens on a life dedicated to Christian 
service on a new frontier. 


Thus we draw the curtain on a drama which has unveiled seventy-five years 
of spiritual progress dedicated to the sacred memory of our Pioneer Fathers and 
Mothers. 


ASSISTANTS 


Reverend John Sailer Reverend Chas. M. Schneider Reverend C. Fuchs 


1904-1915 1931-1932 1933-1937 
Short periods Deceased Deceased 


Dayton, Ohio 


Reverend Joseph O’Beirne Reverend Bernard Higgins Reverend August Mosel 
1914 1915-1917 1937-1938 
Deceased 
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Reverend Edward McDonald 
1932-1933 
Oakes 


ae 
Reverend James A. Webhlitz 
1941-1942 
Drake 


Reverend Pau! Koehler 
1938-1941 
Fingal 


Reverend Roman Ludwig 
1943 
Geneseo 


¢ 
* 
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Reverend Karl N. Hobelsberger 
1940-1942 
Velva 


Reverend John W. Roth 
1943-1945 
Pisek 


4 . r 
\pregtianis 
i pede 


Reverend John E. Ferry 
1945-1950 
Fried 


Reverend Maurice M. Mueller 
1953-1954 
Nekoma 


Reverend Sylvester Schumer 
1950-1952 
Olga 


Reverend C. Richard Rudd 
1954-1956 
Langdon 


Reverend Willis F. Etter 
1952-1953 
Wahpeton 


Reverend Chas. L. Hughes 
1956-1958 
Fargo 


The Tullius Family, a representative Catholic pioneer family. 
First Row—L. to R. Elizabeth, Mr. Joseph Tullius, John, Mrs. 
Anna Tullius, Lena. Second Row—L. to R. Agatha, Anna, Mollie 
and Theresa. 


‘ Mrs. Gertrude Cook, 
Wedding Photograph of Joseph Tullius and Anna first Choir Director in 


Hannig, first Catholic couple married in Valley City, 


the old veneered 
January | 


, 1882. brick Church. 


Phillip Gassmann 
Director 


The Sailer Family 


Minnie Passmel Cook, Organist for 
first choir and Mrs. Elizabeth Pass- 
mel, Charter Member of Altar So- 
ciety. 
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First Communion Class of 1908 in the New St. Catherine's Church constructed in 1905 under the direction of Reverend J. G. Sailer. 
First Row L. to R.—John Tullius, Fitzgerald, Louis Vondracek, Edward Ertelt, Joseph Ertelt, Dan Farrell, Joe Naughton, Joseph 
Kunze, Jr., John Loendorf, Albert Thilmony, Frank Kunze. Second Row L. to R.—Rev. J. G. Sailer, Eva Fletcher. 


First Communion Class—March 16, 1958, largest class in the history of the school. 

Front row: L. to R.—Scott Mandy, Arnold Wolski, Daniel Vannurden, John Flach, Michael Lowe, Lyle Kammerer, Mark Kriedlkamp, 
Robert Borg, Douglas Iverson, Raymond Yanish, James Robinson, John (Jay) Klein, Dennis Lorenz. 

Second row: L. to R.—Mary Foss, Mary Wicks, Vicki Hayashi, Lois Pfeifer, Carlotta Metzger, Laurale Webber, William Mimnaugh, 
Kathleen Hannig, LaRae Kramer, Mary Denning, Julianne Haman, Barbara Nelson, Jean Baver. 

Third row: L. to R.—Father James Dawson, Dianna Gordon, Eileen Hannig, Deborah Thilmony, Shirley Bommer, Bonita Marsh, Glenda 
Meidinger, Kathleen Webber, Susan Jantzen, Patricia Steckler, Rita Vandrovec, Mary Morrissey, Beatrice Vandrovec, Constance 
Spitzer, Carolyn Winkels, Patricia Harding, Sister Martin de Porres. 

Fourth row: L. to R.—Joel Ukestad, Rickey Hoefs, Howard Swift, Nickolas Spaeth, Jerry Vandrovec, James Landis, Frank Kunze, 
Renee Heinze, Dwight Schmidt, Jean Claire Anderson, Thomas Conlon, Richard Monson, Michael McCormick, James Harding, 
Michael Stine and Michael Schneider. 
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St. Catherine’s Church constructed in 1905. One of the prominent Churches in the diocese. 


remodeling and extension in 1950. Note religious mural detail painted at a cost of 


three thousand dollars under the direction of Rt. Rev. Msgr. John Baker. 


Interior of St- Catherine’s Church before 
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Living Rosary demonstrated indoors 


because 
Note enlarged choir 


of Church. 


Brother 


Clarence, Father G. O'Donoghue, Father Dawson, Father Hesch, 


and Father 
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Catherine’s as Master of Ceremonies. 


Catherine 


St: 
brates First Solemn High Mass with Brother Clarence Neuner, 


alumnus of St. 


Former 


June 1952. 
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An architectural view showing the modern development of an ever-growing parish. St. Catherine Grade School constructed in 


1916 has replaced the first Church of veneered brick constructed in 1882 at a cost of about $2,000. The present plant is valued 
at approximately one million and a half. 


The Breaking of the Ground for the 
New Addition to the Church in 
June 1950. Front Row—L. to R. O. 
M. Wick, Contractor, William J. 
Carroll, Chief Engineer, Local State 


Teachers College, Reverend James 
l. Dawson, Victor Hurby, William 
Lorenz, Reverend Delmar Hesch 
and Leo Naekel. 
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ST. CATHERINE SCHOOL 


St. Catherine School opened its portals to the children of the parish and a 
sizeable group of boarding pupils from the surrounding area in January of 1917 
under the supervision of the Sisters of St. Francis of Rochester, Minnesota. How- 
ever, since their primary interest did not lie in a co-educational system they re- 
mained in Valley City only until the close of the academic year in May of 1918. 


Although definitely in its infancy, an educational institution with a religious 
curricular aspect had gained a permanent foothold in this community. Parents 
readily sought the convenience and advantages of a spiritual as well as a cultural 
program for their children, heretofore not afforded them. Religious classes con- 
ducted on Saturday afternoons and after Sunday services soon faded into the dim 
past. Religion had now found its place in the daily school program. 


After several consultations with the heads of the various representative re- 
ligious communities already established in the state, Right Reverend Monsignor 
John Baker was exceedingly fortunate in securing the services of the Sisters of 
St. Mary of the Presentation. 


In the fall of 1918 five young nuns with Mother Jude as head, began their 
tenure here. Mother St. John, a member of the original faculty and later named 
superior in 1924, which position she held until 1930 and again from 1932 to 1938, 
has just recently returned to Valley City. Mother Guirec, provincial head, super- 
vised during the construction of the new convent addition in 1930, thus providing 
adequate space for a high school. 


During the years 1938 to the present, those serving successively in superior 
positions were Mother Mary Edward now Mistress of Novices at Spring Valley, 
Illinois, Mother M. Patrick, superintendent of Notre Dame Academy at Willow 
City, Mother Albertine, presently again serving as head at St. Catherine, and 
Mother Augusta now Assistant Mistress of Novices also at Spring Valley. 


St. Catherine High School opened officially in the fall of 1930, adding one 
year for four successive years. In 1934 the first complete four-year enrollment 
was fifty. In 1958, approximately representating a quarter of a century, the 
figure had soared to 122 pupils nearly triplicating its original number. 


Members of the first high school graduating class receiving diplomas in 
1934, were eleven in number, Mary and Cecelia Vondrachek, Loretta Heiling, 
Lucille Holm, Marjorie Kriedlkamp, Marion Cleary, Richard Fearing, Clarence 
Holm, Robert Kennedy, John Rowekamp and Kenneth Stroh. St. Catherine Alumni 
now total 476. Five young men graduates, whose names appear on the World 
War II Honor Roll are William Carney, David Gassman, Lawrence Lavey, Leo Peyton 
and Orvil Zdeb. 


A comparative study of grade school enrollments since 1919 indicates a 
fluctuating growth from an initial nucleus of 110 to a present enrollment of 325. 
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For some forty years St. Catherine has offered a complete and highly flexible 
course of study, meeting not only state requirements but more advantageously 
the specific needs of its pupils. Since its very beginning the cultural aspect of 
the child’s early development has kept pace with the academic as well as the 
spiritual. Strict adherence to this three fold objective has been the rule rather 
than the exception. In the initial years Mother St. John offered private study in 
violin and piano. Growth of the music department was so noticeable that it was 
soon deemed necessary to provide additional space. Hence, St. Cecelia’s Con- 
servatory, directly across from the Church, was constructed under Contractor O. 
M. Wick. However, in 1930 with the expansion of the Convent School, the Con- 
servatory was sold. Alumni who received their early musical training at St. 
Catherine and later chose music as a profession, include Lawrence Metcalf, Master 
of Music, Notre Dame University, now Professor of Music at Mankato, Minnesota; 
Daniel Loibl, Bachelor of Science in Education Degree, major instrumental music, 
Valley City State Teachers College, now band instructor at Jud. Those presently 
majoring in various music areas, are Miss Marjorie Sullivan now a senior at the 
College of St. Scholastica and Miss Margaret Dafoe a senior in our local Teachers 
College. 


Musical participation in the school has been without limitation. Various 
members of the first freshman class in 1930 sang in a girls sextet under the 
direction of Miss Agatha Gertken. As early as 1940 a mixed chorus made its ap- 
pearance with Sister Albertine in charge. Outstanding productions include “Ciribi- 
ribin” as early as 1941 and more recently the “Beautiful Dreamer” in 1957, follow- 
ed by the “Gypsy Troubadour” this year. “Tom Sawyer” was splendidly dramatized 
and sung by grade school children in 1952. Beautiful storybook stage effects 
created by the Sisters, gave it top rating. 


In 1941 entirely without compensation, Julius Rusch organized the first 
band. With the assistance of the band parents, basic band instruments  in- 
cluding one baritone, two mellophones, one sousaphone, a complete set of drums 
and cymbols were purchased. As nearly as members can be identified from 
pictures, the following pupils played in this early band, Louis Vondrachek, Lois 
and Lawrence Metcalf, Jeannette Ertelt, Marie Ertelt, Gloria and Elaine Piller, Rita 
Clancy, Robert Lange, Mary Clemens, James Kniprath, John Rusch, the Rusch 
Twins, Richard Cecil, Lucille McNerney and Albin Kosir. 


In the fall of 1952 interested parents stimulated the reorganization of the 
band. Approximately thirty-six members played under the direction of Ronald 
Kuhn from 1952 to 1954. Successive band instructors include Mr. Francis Man- 
beck, Donald Piehl and Daniel Loibl. With an assurance of permanency band uni- 
forms were purchased and placed in a closet adjoining a modern sound-proof band 
room in the new high school which was completed in 1955. This past year the 
intermediate band boasted twenty-four members, with twelve beginners. 


The organization and excellent development of St. Catherine’s musical talent 


is due primarily to the interest and musicianship of two Sisters, Mother St. John, 
who pioneered the department as early as 1918 and was succeeded by a member 
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of her own family, Mother Mary Albertine. Because of this fine tutorship, music 
will forever live in the hearts and minds of their pupils. Father Dworschak has 
also had a definite inspirational influence on these young people because of his 
deep appreciation of the best compositions and his professional recordings, 
which he so often shares with them. 


As we turn to the field of dramatic art we know our school has kept abreast 
of the opportunities offered in the field of the fine arts. Dramatic expression be- 
gins in the first grade at which time all children appear in special day perfor- 
mances. The culmination of excellent grade productions was attained in “Our 
Lady of Fatima” staged in repeat performances in 1950. High school students 
who appeared in “Teckakwita” in 1939 and Louisa Alcott’s “Littlke Women” in 
1956 will long be praised for their sincere and near professional character por- 
trayals. Parents recognize the varied fields of aesthetic media in which their 
children are invited to participate at St. Catherine's. 


Athletics has also found its way into our parochial program. Competitive 
six-man football dates as far back as the fall of 1939 with Ralph Bradner as coach. 
Folks vividly recall fellows like Marvin McQuade, Milton Schwarz, Norbert (Duke) 
Thilmony, Kenny Dahl, Bill Lowe and Harold (Sis) Ertelt making the team. It will 
please our readers to be reminded that Nat Crosby acted in the capacity of 
Manager. 


However, competitive football was discontinued shortly after its initiation, 
not to be revived until 1948 with the arrival of Coach Jones. In 1955 “Buzz” 
Ratzlaff tried eleven-man football with Bill Kelley, Gary Holm, Joe Kramer, Lynn 
Clancy, John Washtock, George Wieland, Jerry Campbell, Jerry Luker, Bill Luker, 
Jerry Vogel and Stanley Winkels vieing for places on the team. 


Basketball teams were organized as early as 1934. Students majoring in 
physical education served as coaches until 1939. Athletic coaches included Ralph 
Bradner (1939-41) Gary Jones (1941-43 - 1948-53) Russell Bignall (1943-44) Victor 
Solheim (1944-45) Fred Cink (1945-46) Sgt. Sundstad (1946-47) Harvey Wipf 
(1947-48) and currently Leonard Ratzlaff since 1954. In 1944 George Thilmony, 
Gregory Thilmony, Wally Graalum, Jim Holiday, Kembel Dahl and Dick Cecil won 
the district basketball championship. 


Coach Ratzlaff, first full-time lay teacher in the system, has noticeably stepped 
up our athletic program. Adequate facilities in an ultra-modern gymnasium on 
the school grounds, compare most favorably with like-sized schools of similar 
classification throughout the state. In recent years junior and senior high school 
boys in greater numbers are seeking participation in wholesome body-building 
sports. Only because parents, businessmen and friends have substantially sup- 
ported our teams, may we look to the future with confidence. 


On October 9, 10 and 11 of 1957 more than 600 young people including 


204 delegates met here under the banner of “Youth in Unity”. This was the 
seventh convention sponsored by the Diocesan Council of Catholic Youth. The 
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C. Y. O. has been active in this diocese for sometime, having had its beginning 
here under Father Paul Koehler, now pastor at Fingal. It gives young people in 
the area an opportunity to meet socially with other young Catholics in the various 
parishes. Formal programs are planned in advance by local officers and their 
adviser. Representative C. Y. O. members appear on panels discussing paramount 
Catholic Youth issues, climaxed by entertainment, social dancing and vesper ser- 
vices. 


The Young Ladies Sodality, in which membership begins with high school 
freshmen, has been the outstanding girls club in the school. It has been cultural, 
educational and spiritual in objective. Specifically its motto has been service. 
Girls who are actively interested gain marked qualities of leadership. The many 
special day devotionals and processions, which have had their beginning in the 
Sodality, have become traditional in the Church. Those which are especially im- 
pressive are the “Crowning of the Queen of May”, the Holy Thursday Procession, 
and the “Living Rosary”. 


In 1944 Father Hendrickson, Superintendent of Schools, visited this parish 
with the intention of stimulating interest in a parent-teachers organization. How- 
ever, it was not officially organized until 1954 with Mrs. Harold Mortensen as 
temporary chairman. Officers for the various years since its incorporation are as 
follows: 


1954 Leonard Sherman, President 1955 Roland Holiday, President 
Norbert Ertelt, Vice-President John Hock, Vice-President 
Mrs. George McTavish, Secretary Mrs. George McTavish, Secretary 
Mrs. Norbert Thilmony, Treasurer Mrs. John Clancy, Treasurer 

1956 William Baribeau, President 1957 William Morrissey, President 
John Hock, Vice-President Joseph Blake, Vice-President 
Mrs. William Morrissey, Secretary Mrs. Walter Stine, Secretary 
Mrs. John Clancy, Treasurer Mrs. Gorman King, Treasurer 


Many benefits have been derived through this organization of parents and 
teachers which meets approximately six times during the school year. It has 
provided an opportunity for parents and teachers to meet socially to discuss the 
general needs of their children. A very fine relationship has existed since its 
beginning. The individual teacher-parent conference scheduled by appointment 
twice annually, which has proved highly satisfactory, had its infancy in the P. T. A. 


For a period of twenty years candidates for the Sisterhood completed their 
postulantship here. However, this phase of the religious training has been con- 
ducted at St. Margaret's Convent, Spring Valley, Illinois, since 1950. Young girls 
of high school age aspiring to the religious life, still remain in Valley City for 
their early training until such time that they are eligible and have definitely de- 
cided to enter the Convent. Vocations to the Sisters of the Presentation since 
1918 through the channel of the school include the following: 
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Sister Mathias (Agnes Diemert) of Valley City 
Sister Zita (Margaret Schiller) of Wahpeton 

Sister M. Dorothy (Emilia Riedman) of Valley City 
Sister Benedict (Cecelia Hoffert) of Valley City 
Sister Veronica (Marie Pfaff) of Valley City 

Sister James (Margaret Mclsaac) of Valley City 

Sister Leona (Alice Paulson) of Rogers 

Sister Kevin (Kathleen Stroh) of Sanborn 

Sister Eva (Elizabeth Yanish) of Oriska 

Sister Patrick Marie (Anna Killoran) of Buffalo 

Sister Paula Marie (Barbara Blake) of Marion 

Sister Irene Marie (Reinelda Stroh) of Sanborn 

Sister Margaret Rose (Willis Pfeifer) of Jessie 

Sister Patricia Ann (Lucille Riedman) of Valley City 
Sister Maureen Delores (Geraldine Didier) of Sanborn 
Sister Mary Agnes (Mary Ann Huber) of Valley City 
Sister Martin dePorres (Johanna Kramer) of Strasburg 
Miss Phyliss Kramer, Novice, Valley City 


Those joining the Order of Mercy include Sister M. Miguel (Margaret 
Gassmann) of Valley City and Sister M. Geralyn (Kathleen Campbell) also 
of Valley City. Miss Marion Hartz of Valley City but not a student at St. 
Catherine's, joined the Order of the Good Shepherd. 


Young men entering the Brotherhood include the names of Paul Hoffert, 
Clarence Neuner and Mark Holiday. Although Brother Hoffert did not attend St. 
Catherine's, he was a member of the parish at the time of his affiliation with the 
Jesuit Order. 


Clarence Neuner who was graduated in 1947, is a member of the Crosier 
Order. He will join Father Delmar Hesch in missionary work in New Guinea late 
this summer. Brother Neuner is the youngest son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Peter 
Neuner. 


Mark Holiday, son of Mr. and Mrs. Milton Holiday, completed his high 
school work in 1949. Mark, now Brother Mathew, is a member of the Order of 
St. Benedict and lives at St. John’s Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota. 


John Richard Riedman, son of Mrs. William C. Riedman, recently completed 
a Bachelor of Arts Degree at St. John’s University. He has now entered his major 
seminary course which he will complete in 1962, at which time he will be ordained. 


As a congregation we are deeply appreciative of the splendid services 
rendered by the Sisters of the Presentation for a period of forty years. To the 
children, the alumni and the parents of St. Catherine’s, the school, which was 
cradled in one building and which has grown into a modern grade and high 
school of many superbly equipped departments, will forever symbolize a pillar 
for better living and a sound Catholic education. As we close our Diamond Jubilee 
year in the Church, we humbly ask God’s guidance and blessing for those who 
have so faithfully provided for and directed our children. May all the years that 
follow be equally gratifying and progressive. 
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St. Catherine Grade School con- 
structed in 1916 and Convent Ad- 
dition in 1930. 


St. Catherine High School constructed in 1954, View North 
Entrance. 


Gymnasium—Auditorium constructed in 1957. 
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South entrance view of New Gymnasium with Auditorium and 
fully finished lower floor. Constructed at a cost of $208,000. 
Dedicated May 5, 1957. 
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ma’ outstanding dramatic grade performance in 1950. L. to R. 
Patricia Morgan, Janice Legge, Barbara Lonski, Billie Lorenz, Margaret McTavish, 
Gayle Schoefter, Mary Ann Fairfield, Carol Kopp and Victor Hruby. 


From “Tom Sawyer” L. to R. Jerry Vogel, Marvin Wimmer, 
Eugene Vandrovec, Lloyd Nelson, Lynn Clancy, Barbara Kelley, 
Georgia McTavish, Linda Graatz, Sharon Schuler, Joan Campbell, 
Victor Hruby and Jackie Nogosek. 
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Cave Scene from “Tom Sawyer’’ L. to R. Geraldine Didier, 
Georgia McTavish, Joan Campbell, Lloyd Nelson, Marvin Wim- 
mer and Eugene Vandrovec. 
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Ror SER Pirate Scene from “Tom Sawyer” Victor Hruby, Lloyd Nelson 
' sites and Jackie Nogosek. 
From the “Beautiful Dreamer” Stephen Foster portrayed by Luke Lorenz 
and Jeanie Covington protrayed by Carolyn Keeler. 


ee aie on the new stage was the high school operetta, ‘Beautiful 
rte 30 epicting the life story of the song writer, Stephen Foster. Cherry Lane 
pp 3 tis R. Eugene Thilmony, Gayle Schoefter, Kathleen Korsmo, Maynard 
went oO mae Richard Heizer, Joanne Riedman, Lynn Clancy, Jerry Vogel, John 
sist ck, Ellen Stoflet, Marvin Wimmer, Linda Coghlan, Luk2 Lorenz, Patricia 
etner, Gerald Luker, Anita Morgan and Gary Holm. 
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First Living Rosary portrayed at 
Hanna Field in 1953. 


St. Catherine Band in formal band attire as photographed in Re - Reena Ts 
1956. Director Don Piehl, senior instrumental music major, i ir th 
Valley City State Teachers College. 
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St. Catherine’s takes part in the 
Christmas parade, “Let’s Put Christ 
Back into Christmas’ sponsored by 
the Chamber of Commerce. The 
theme “O Little Town of Bethle- 
hem” depicts Mary, portrayed by 
Carol Wolski, and St. Joseph, by 
Kenneth Baribeau. They were at- 
tended by four torch bearers, James 
Thilmony, Donald Schaack, Michael 
Utt, Monte Kammerer. 
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lic Action Song” as the other 
plenary session speakers, W. Cleary, 
1957 CYO President, Rev. P. Koeh- 
ler, Diocesan Youth Director, Bishop 
Dworschak, Mayor Holt and Jo 
Anne Gassmann, join in. 
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Brother Clarence Neuner, O.S.C. 


Brother Paul Hoffart, 


S-T: Brother Mathew (Mark Holiday), 
O.S.B. 


John Richard Riedman 


Sisters comprising present faculty of St. Catherine Grade and High School. 


First Row—L. to R. 


Second Row-—L. to R. 


Third Row—L. to R. 


Sister Emma Marie, Sister Monica, Sister Mary 
Albertine, Mother Marguerite Marie, Mother St. John. 
Sister Aloys Marie, Sister Rita, Sister Rose, Sister 
Charles Joseph, Sister Mary Hilarion, Sister Martin 
de Porres. 

Sister Delvina, Sister Germaine Marie, Sister Leonard, 
Sister Annetta and Sister Dorothy. 


et indeed bets) ah of? pAle 
roe) etre 


Oe PhP pele ad a ter tipi ane'g Mirth’ 


: ane wane = by nv i ZT 
a) he” Ve, Wks ad Bhat eA vga “its 
wiawt yeti; if 4 0 f ne ened. rane, 
OR, OR OEM AN raat 1 Meek 


MERCY HOSPITAL 


Progress was marked in a growing city during the early twenties, business 
establishments depicted prosperity, modern schools had been built to keep pace 
with enrollments, and folks generally enjoyed a state of well being. However, 
citizens who sought medical services and hospitalization were direfully dis- 
appointed. Within the city residential section we found the Platou Hospital now 
the Lion Apartments, in the heart of the downtown section a small two story clinic, 
and across the river we had the Riverside Hospital now converted into a home 
for the aged. 


The construction of a new well equipped hospital seemed inevitable. During 
the mid-twenties several unsuccessful attempts to promote this project were made. 
It was not until 1927 that final plans were implemented. Through the intermedia- 
tion of Monsignor John Baker the Sisters of Mercy of Devils Lake, agreed to build 
a fifty-five bed institution. Only $40,000 of the necessary $340,000 was raised 
in the city and in the surrounding areas, while the balance was provided by the 
Sisters at a tremendous sacrifice. 


The beautiful five-story mission type institution situated at the junction of 
Chautauqua and Sixth Street Northeast, was dedicated on May 14, 1928. On the 
very next day the first patient, Edwin Olson, was admitted and the first class of 
student nurses arrived for training. On May 22 three babies, Elinor Marie Haas, 
James Lee and Lois Marie Holter, were born in the new hospital. 


It was generally agreed that the hospital erected and opened in 1928 was 
among the best in the state of North Dakota. Through the years many efficacious 
changes have increased the facilities of Mercy Hospital to its present 125 bed 
capacity. Despite the impact of the depression years and repeated wars, progress 
was steady. We are fully convinced of this uninterrupted growth as we pause at 
these milestones during thirty years of superior professional service. 


1931 Organization of the first medical staff with Dr. E. A. Pray as chairman, 
Dr. S. A. Zimmerman, vice-chairman, and Dr. W. H. Moore, secretary- 
treasurer. 

1933 Full approval by American College of Surgeons. 

1941 Nurses Residence built. 

1947. Reorganization of Mercy Schools of Nursing at Valley City and Devils 
Lake, combining them into one school with headquarters here. 

1949 Preliminary work started on plans for a 30 bed addition to cost $500,000. 

1951 Ground broken for new addition. 

1952 Cornerstone of new addition laid July 18, cost estimate revised to 
$1,000,000. 

1952 Mercy Hospital Auxiliary organized. 

1953. New Wing dedicated May 28. 

1954 Extensive remodeling. 
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1956 Ford Foundation Grant totaling $37,900 awarded and earmarked for the 
new surgery. 


1956 New surgery completed at a total estimated cost of $126,000. 


VALUABLE STATISTICAL DATA 
May 15, 1928 - June 1, 1958 


i Uifratecete Uist Uit-ti san cee eure 5 nce ae). lt 6 Gan nape Ment ew Res re 59,221 
Numbere, Out Patients site 25 w eta ee thie, et. Stee 23,634 
otal’ Bicthiscin: 1920355 eee cee e meee ss Bes sol Le Ps oe he 53 
Totata Births in, MP 5B. ee eee eee Se i es ee 163 
Total Births in’ L949. peak yearea ee oak oe fe te. nae. un: 581 
Tofal:Births thitty weabeberiodit:ye meena nk. bites i tape. 9,539 
Total Foll-times Employeessina) 959 me ee fee, ee eee 96 
TOtaleParttimes employeesain ile o Oeste otk, sh peas olen atecoonnacatee 60 
Total Graduates, School..of) Nursinggsince 1193.1...2:...4.-44.-22tey.< 325 
Total Present Student Nurses Enrollment..............-.2-----..:+--2-----+-++ 56 


Although statistical tables record growth, the magnificent hospital as it 
graces the artistically landscaped grounds today, stands as an edifice of efficient 
hospital operation. The mission type structure erected in 1928 was found in- 
adequate in space and construction little more than twenty years later. In 1951 
the Sisters of Mercy engaged the architectural firm of Hills, Gilbertson and Hayes, 
who blueprinted a new 184 foot east wing. The present structure is designed 
for maximum efficiency accomplished by centralizing the nurses stations, con- 
ference rooms, visitors lounge, pantry and general utility areas between the old 
and new wings. A complete uniform structure was effected by the George EF; 
Hutter Construction Company of Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, by refacing the old 
wing in a buff tone to match the brick in the new addition. 


In his dedicatory address delivered on May 28, 1953, the opening date of 
the new addition, The Most Reverend Leo F. Dworschak, Auxiliary Bishop of 
Fargo, spoke as follows: “The construction of the new hospital, a model for its 
day, was a tremendous undertaking. It represented a burden which was stagger- 
ing in its proportions...” “But in the end the indomitable leadership of a Mother 
Camillus, the patient kindness of a Mother Catherine, the loyalty and devoted 
service of the other Sisters, overcame all obstacles. With the wholesouled co- 
operation of the medical staff, and the industry and faithfulness of the nurses, 
the good Sisters weathered the storm. They had faith in the citizens of Valley 
City when they first came. That faith was justified by events and grew stronger 
as the years passed by. Never once, during the period that the Sisters of Mercy 
have been here, have they had any regrets for having come.” 


The Hospital Auxiliary was organized in 1952 with Mrs. Albert Huber as 
its first president. This organization provides many special services to the patients 
of the hospital. Projects within recent years include the Library Cart operated by 
members three times a week and a gift case. Funds earned through annual 
bazaars, rummage sales, card parties and lawn socials, have made it possible to 
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purchase two biological refrigerators, laundry equipment, an Armstrong incu- 
bator, an electric shaver, a soft-drink machine and an ice-making machine at a 
total cost of $4,707.05. 


Present Auxiliary officers are: Mrs. Kate Crosby, president; Miss Florence 
Hodem, vice-president; Mrs. J. J. Schmitz, secretary and Miss Anna Tullius, 
treasurer, 


Administrators during the past thirty years include Sister Mary Camillus, 
1928-1941; Sister Mary Michael, 1941-47; Sister Mary Veronica, 1947-1953; and 
Sister Mary Delphinus, 1953-1956. Sister Mary Veronica returned to Mercy 
Hospital in 1956 and is presently serving as its administrator. Mother Mary 
Catherine, who celebrated her sixtieth jubilee here in 1952, served as Sister 
Superior at Mercy Hospital for three years. 


When the Sisters of Mercy came to Valley City their material resources were 
few. The imposing addition in 1953 and the many other improvements represent 
a project more than equal in its proportions to the initial venture thirty some years 
ago. And yet, the Sisters of Mercy look to the future with hope and courage. 
They know that as long as they serve the citizens of Valley City and the neigh- 
boring communities faithfully and unselfishly, Mercy Hospital will continue to 
enjoy the confidence and support which it has been accorded for more than a 
quarter of a century. 
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MEMORIALS 


FOR THE DECEASED BY THE LIVING 

Russell J. Bignall K. P. Coghlan Mrs. Francis Kreidelcamp 

Mary Bordwell Mrs. Katherine Crosby Joseph Kunze 

William Schaack Rev. James Dawson Emil Lorenz 

Anton A. Vandrovec Maurice Dooley George Lorenz 

Mrs. Carl Zaun Norbert Ertelt Wm. J. Lorenz 
Ed Gassman Dr. D. P. McKee 
John Gassman Chas. Paulson 
W. J. Graalum Rev. John Sailer 
Mrs. Joseph Hinschberger J. J. Schmitz 
Milton Holiday Mrs. Helen Straus 


Charles Kreidelcamp 


EDUCATIONAL FUND 
Ed C. Duffy — Nick Grosinger — Mr. & Mrs. George McTavish 


STATIONS OF THE CROSS 


| Joseph Blake VIIl Mrs. A. B. Diemert 

Il Martin Huber IX Mrs. Mary Kunze 

Ill Mrs. Mae Miller X Richard O’Neill 

IV Mrs. Matt Loendorf & Family X! Ronald Holiday 

V Clarence Metcalf XIl_ Mrs. Mary Wolke & Family 
VINO Jee Klein XII] John Rowekamp 

Vil John Cronin XIV Simon Hinschberger 


SANCTUARY WINDOWS 


Mrs. George Colville Mrs. George Lange 
Mrs. Henry Thilmony Mrs. Millie Riedman & family 
Gaetano Gervino Family Mrs. Marion Howard & Family 
Bat As so¥Stelri...ce tees. fae 2! I ed Very Reverend Roman Dworschak 
and Reverend James Dawson 
mamaucerand) Pater, fut Wet Mae Clete! 5 8 eo ek A Rev. John Sailer 
IOP FE rye ie 52 ila, Conia Wine aoe ES NY ood alg lle 2 A. J. Vandrovec 
SAR JC TOTAN ae GATT) 1.22, cet ikea soar | Ae 5k i ia tat Carl Saver 
SOUT TTS ONS 8 oetindl BE ie Reta ea as Rt Mrs. Thomas Gassman 


NVSTCIRECID AON Michie 0a eas ee) age Mrs. Albert Thilmony 
VO CRC OTT eee athe tek ola ae Os tee he as gy 9: John Piller 
NASH CUR PL aoe mage > 10 Se ree ae ents See eee Carl Myhre 
Piano Gloria Piller 


EE OR Oe ee ee ees, omen ter nae Mrs. Mary Kunze 
Anton Yanish Family 


Aid your eternal security by starting a Living Memorial for your Church and 
_Use the Codicil on the following page to complete it after death. 
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A & W Drive In 
Ace Hardware 
Al’s Mobile Service 
Cafe 


American National Bank 


American 


Barnes County Co-op Creamery 


Beck Insurance Agency 
Gertrude Starke, Agent 


Ben Franklin Store 
Bettin’s Flower Shop 

Bison Freight Line Inc. 
Blume’s Bakery 

Brown Insurance Agency 
Brown Lithographing 

John Carlisle Company 
Carpenter Lumber Co. 
Central Avenue Barber Shop 
Christianson Motors 

Coast to Coast Store 
Culligan Soft Water Service 
Dawkins Refrigeration Co. 
Dolly’s Cafe 

Drugan’s Super Valu 

Duffy Motors 

Eagles Lodge 

Ed’s Texaco Station 

Elks Lodge 

Ernie's Cafe 

The Fair Store 

Farmers Union Oil Co. 
Farmotors Inc. 

Fidelity Savings and Loan Ass'n. 
First National Bank 

Fleet Wholesale Inc. 

Foss Drug 

Frostad Plumbing & Heating Co. 
Gambles 

Geisler Implement Co. 
Haroldson Office Supply 
Helen’s Gifts 

Hesch Garage & Body Shop 
Hettie’s Flower Shop 
Hi-Liner Cafe 


OUR SPONSORS 


Hill’s Firestone Store 
Hi-Way Grocery 
Holiday’s Super Market 
Hruby Cleaners 
KS OF Vs C: 
K X J B Television—Channel 4 
Kernkamp-Wall Inc. 
Kopp’s Standard Service 
Land O’ Lakes 
Laundermat 
Lee’s Market 
Leo Lumber 
MacDonald Clinic 

Dr. A. C. MacDonald 

Dr. Neil A. MacDonald 

Dr. Warren R. Jensen 
Mac’s Cleaners 
Main Street Barber Shop 
Manoles Cafe 
The Mart 
Martel Shoe Repairing 
Martin Motor Co. 
Studio 
Maurice Wick Construction Co. 
McHattie Transfer 
J. C. Miller Elevator 
Millers Bakery 
Miller’s Ready to Wear 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. 


Matson’s 


Morrow’s Hatchery & Produce 
Utilities 

Carl A. Myhre 

Northern Supply Co. 


Municipal 


Northwest Nursery Co. 
Olson Funeral Home 
Olson’s Studio 

Omwick Theatre 

Ottinger Chiropractic Clinic 
Pegg Garage 

J. C. Penny’s 

Petersen Oil Co. 

Hub Peterson Funeral Home 


Piggly Wiggly Store 


Piller Theatre 

R. & G. Auto Supply Co. 

Rainbow Grill 

Dr. Paul V. Reslock 

Roy lund Radio & TV Service 

Rudolph Hotel 

Sam Hill Paint & Glass Co. 

Schultz Motors 

Sears Roebuck Co. 

Severson Wesley & 
Prairie Electric 

Sheppard's 

Sherman Clothiers 

Sheyenne Bottling Works 

Smith Lumber Co. 

The Straus Co. 

Times Record 

Thompson Yards 

Toring, A. A. 

Wie Mh 

Valley Book Store 

Valley City Attorneys 
Wm. L. Paulson 
L. T. Sproul & Fitzner 
C. £. Peterson 


Lyons & Beauclair 


T. O. Kroshus 
L. A. W. Stephen 
Roy Ployhar 


Valley City Clinic 


Dr. Christenson 


Dr. Govin 
Dr. Klein 
Dr. Merrett 


Valley City Dentists 

Valley City Hide & Fur Co. 
Valley City Oil Co. 

Valley City Veterinary Hospital 
Valley Drug Co. 

Valley Lanes 

Valley Motor Implt. Co. 
Valley Paint & Glass Co. 
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CODICIL 


2) RAI. A Wace epee 2S Pepe i Lt, Fd otsthe: CityiOb eevee er eeetce ees 
ESNORCOUTLY ZO Lire. t cce ergs sees ee eee and State of North Dakota, hereby 
declare this to be a Codicil to my will, which bears the date of the.................. day 
ef Ald | cao se i ee es POUR RE RIO bk ood et a8 ‘ 


WHEREAS, since the date of my last will | have agreed to donate the sum 
Cees: Oo. CO eek nes Se, to the St. Catherine’s Church of Valley City, as a 
memorial. 

NOW, THEREFORE, it is my wish and bequeath that upon my death that if 
there is a balance due with reference to said memorial donation, that said balance 
should come out of my estate and | hereby direct my executor to carry out my 


wishes in this respect. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and seal the 


ro EW Fie) BA Seles UeememeEa SAbese in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred 


The above instrument, consisting of one page, was now here subscribed 
[ei7 ie sly eam eee Bm dae Fed Aes cere the testor, in the presence of each of us, and 
was at the same time declared by him to be a Codicil of his LAST WILL AND 
TESTAMENT and we, at his request, sign our names hereto in his presence as 


attesting witnesses. 
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